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The Exciter 


The Exciter is the monthly newsletter of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society. It is available in both printed and electronic form. 
The printed version is mailed to members just before each club 
meeting. The electronic form, in Adobe Acrobat PDF format, is 
e-mailed about a week earlier. 


We solicit both articles and advertising. The deadline for 
submissions is the 15th of the prior month. Contact the Editor. 


The views contained in the Exciter are those of the individual 
authors, and are not necessarily the views of the Editor, or the 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society. 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS) was founded 
in 1969 and continues to serve and support the Amateur Radio 
community in the greater Triangle area. In 1999, we incorpo- 
rated a new RARS, and obtained 501(c)(3) Non-Profit tax 
Status. 


The objectives of the club are to promote worldwide friend- 
ship through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by 
providing radio communications in times of disaster, emer- 
gency, or civic need; to educate members in radio technique; 
and to provide training classes to assist in obtaining Amateur 
Radio licenses. 

Anyone interested in Amateur Radio is eligible to apply for 
membership. Dues for regular licensed amateurs are $18.00 
per year (from July 1 through June 30). Additional immediate 
family members pay $5.00 each per year. Dues for licensed 
amateurs older than 59 or younger than 16 are $12.00 per 
year. Dues for non-licensed Associate members are $9.00 per 
year. 


Applications for membership may be obtained from the 
treasurer, or the RARS web site (www.rars.org). 


Officers 

Tim Nicholson KF4RTX 
501-7746 
kf4rtx@arrl.net 


President 


Vice-President BobBreyerK1RCB 
848-7761 


breyer@ix.netcom.com 


Jeff Wittich AC4ZO 
362-4787 
ac4zo@arrl.net 


Greg Seamster KE4PAX 
859-0029 
ke4pax@arrli.net 


Gary Pearce KN4AQ 
380-9944 
kn4aq@arrl.net 


Exciter Karl Ulrich K4LNX 
Associate Editor k4Ilnx@arri.net 


Secretary 
Treasurer 


Exciter Editor 


Info 
Repeaters: 


145.13 
146.64 
224.64 
444.525 (88.5 PL) 


Web Site: 
http://www.rars.org 
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President’s Corner 
Tim Nicholson KF4RTX 


It is hard to believe, but December is upon us and a new year is right 
around the corner. That means that 
this is my last President’s Corner. | 
will be turning the reigns over to our 
new president soon, so | want to 
take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for making my term as 
president fun and enjoyable. |’ve 
learned so much and wish | could 
continue on in the position, but | am 
working toward a Bachelor’s 
degree at night, which is really 
taking up my free time. I'll still be 
around, but you may not see or 
hear from me as much. Don’t 
worry, though. Just like Arnold, “I'll 
be back!” 


As | write this article, 
Thanksgiving is only a couple of 
days away. Since the events of 9/11, I've been more careful to slow 
down and consider the things I’m thankful for. I’m sure most of you 
have done the same thing. I’m thankful for a country where I’m free to 
live and worship as | choose. Oh, sure, there are a lot of things wrong 
with America, but there are a lot more things right about Her. I’m 
thankful for the men and women who have served and are serving in 
our military, fighting to keep us free. I’m thankful for the churches, 
synagogues, mosques, temples, and other places of worship where 
we can find solace during times of trouble. I’m thankful for our 
leaders, even though | don’t always agree with them. Closer to home, 
I'm thankful for my family and friends. I’m thankful for RARS and all its 
members. | have met a lot of good people since | joined RARS 4 
years ago, and | look forward to meeting more as the years go by. 
What do you have to be thankful for? 


| look forward to seeing everyone at the RARS Holiday Party 
in December. It sounds like VP Breyer has a great program in store 
for us, with lots of music and fellowship. Bring the family, bring the 
friends! Come on out and join us for a great time. 


Again, | just want to thank everyone for working with me 
during my term as President. | hope | leave having made some sort 
of contribution to the club. | look forward to picking up those reigns 
again in the future, so hopefully you’ll have me back. I'll still be on the 
board serving as education director and contact for Public Service. 


See you at the party! 
73! 


Tim, KF4RTX 
President 


Tune In The 


RARS NEWS HOUR 


Sunday Nights following the 
RARS 8:00 Net on 146.64 


Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 
Committee Repor ber, 2 


Officers For 2 Year Terms: Committee Chairmen: 
President: Bernard Blackmon, W4BRB Rars Vol. Exam Coordinator: Charlie Brown, W4VFJ 
Secretary: Jim Walter, KG4FlJ Rars Librarian: Open 


Rars Web Master, Joe Sobkiw, WA2UZO 


Board Members For 1 Year Term: 
Public Service Director: Tim Nicholson, KF4RTX 
Public Information Officer: Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 

Education Director: Tim Nicholson, KF4RTX 

Field Day Chair: Open 
Fm Repeater Chair: Frank Scaraglino, KA2FWC 
Rars Hamfest 2002 Chair: Hank Montgomery, K4HM 
Exciter Editor: Karl Ulrich, K4LNX 

Rars Membership Chair: Denyse Walter, KG4CXR 
Rars Net Manager: Liz Stanley, KF4UQZ 
At-large Director: Andy Peterson, NI4S 
At-large Director: Alan Pitegoff, AB4OZ 
ARRL Liaison: Chuck Littlewood, K4HF 

W4DW, W4RNC Trustee: Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 


Gary Pearce KN4AQ 


Danny Hampton K4ITL has put up a new, wide-coverage 220 
repeater on 224.16 MHz (no tone, and the usual 1.6 MHz offset). 
The repeater is on one of the big TV towers southeast of Raleigh, 
"way up in the air" according to Danny. 


Initial coverage looks very 
good, with a bit of a null to 
the east toward Wilson. 


7 Danny has included a UHF 
The Central link to the PCRN network, 


Carolina SI ywarn but ran into some glitches 
after the repeater was 


Net meets Tuesday : | installed, so the link isn't 


available yet. 
Time to dust off the 220 


i _7 90 | gear and give it a try! (Don't 
on the 146.88 | have any 220 gear? That 
Repeater | Kenwood F6 looks mighty 


nice, and the repeater is 
working GREAT for HT’s...) The New 220 Repeater Sits up There, Somewhere. The 


tower on the right is the main WRAL/WRDC tower. The 
tower on the /eft ifs the new WRAL-HD tower (and 
location of the new machine) 
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Chapel Hill School Completes ARISS Contact 


Ten students at Phillips Middle School in Chapel Hill had a chance to 
talk with astronaut Frank Culbertson KD5OPQ aboard the Interna- 
tional Space Station (ISS) on Friday, November 9th. The contact was 
part of the Amateur Radio on the International Space Station project 
(ARISS), sponsored by the ARRL, AMSAT and NASA. The Space 
Station has a full-time two-meter station operating on voice and packet 
modes. 


The Phillips project was led by teacher Barbara Pedersen KE4JZM, 
with assistance from several hams from OCRA (the Orange County 
Radio Amateurs) and RARS. Buddy Furr K4UNC led the OCRA 
team. Russ Nixon KD4WXD, OCRA’s PIO, handled publicity. | 
helped out with getting the video and audio distributed to the school 
and broadcast over area repeaters, and | provided some background 
from RARS’ SAREX contact back in 1992. Many more OCRA hams 
were involved in making sure the equipment was working and con- 
ducting dry runs and a “dress rehearsal” with all the students. 


The contact was along time coming. Barbara filed the original ap- 
plication fora SAREX contact over four years ago. During that time, 
the pace of scheduled school contacts was fairly slow, even with 
help from hams aboard the Russian MIR space station. Once the 
ISS was operational and a ham station installed earlier this year, 
routine contacts began. In late summer, word finally came from 
NASA that Phillips would be scheduled for a contact in November. 
Work began in earnest to prepare for the contact. 


It helped that Barbara Pedersen’s classroom was already outfitted 
with a complete ham station, including a VHF/UHF satellite station 
with azimuth and elevation antenna tracking. Barbara has been teach- 
ing ham classes at the school for many years, and has licensed more 
than 90 students since 1993. Several of the students who talked to 
astronaut Culbertson during the contact were licensed hams. 


But there was still lots of work to do. One of the goals of the ARISS 
project is to involve as many students as possible in the event, and to 
gain local publicity for the project. Phillips has a local TV production 
studio and their own in-school “cable channel,” with TV monitors in 
every class room. The problem was how to get video and audio of 
the contact from the classroom to the distribution feed point on the 
other side of 
the school. 
Russ Nixon 
called WRAL 
TV and talked 
to their chief 
engineer, 
Craig Turner, 
who just hap- 
pens to be 
KD 4. dValie 
Craig was 
happy to pro- 
vide 500 feet of 
video and au- 
dio cable. 
Russ also sent 
out press re- 
leases that re- 
sulted in cov- 
erage from lo- 
cal newspa- 
pers and most 
area TV Sta- 
tions. 


Buddy K4UNC And Russ KDAWXD Roll Out Cable for 
the ARISS Contact 


Gary Pearce KN4AQ 


The ARISS project sent some hardware to be integrated - a phone 
patch and an audio mixer. The phone patch was set up to send audio 
from the contact over the phone line back to NASA, and the mixer 
allowed combining audio from the local microphone with receiver au- 
dio from the two meter receiver. That mix fed the phone line, the local 
TV broadcast, each of the TV news photographers, and the OCRA 


The Teacher Panel Reviews Questions Submitted by Students 


442.15 repeater, where the entire contact was broadcast live. And in 
a last-minute arrangement, Danny Musten KD4RAA picked up that 
442.15 broadcast and relayed it to two meters on 146.775, and the 
world via the IRLP (Internet Radio Linking Project). Danny publicized 
the broadcast only a few days in advance, but the result was 37 re- 
peaters around the world carrying the broadcast into many more 
schools. 


In October, the hams held several meetings, tests, a dry run and a full 
“dress rehearsal” to make sure everything was working. The morn- 
ing of the dry run, a problem developed on the 442.15 repeater. No 
audio was passing from the receiver to the transmitter. Although au- 
dio returned later in the day, this put a question mark on using the 
wide-coverage repeater to rebroadcast the contact. The repeater, 
located 1000 feet up the WUNC-TV tower, can be difficult to reach, 
since a trip up requires coordination with the UNC-TV engineers. The 
problem became even more urgent when the contact date was finally 
confirmed - a week earlier had been tentatively scheduled! Danny 
Eddleman KR4UB made quick arrangements with UNC-TV for a trip 
up the tower with a replacement controller. Fortunatly, he found the 
cause for the problem quickly, and it was an easy fix - a loose con- 
nection in a ribbon cable in the controller. 


Meanwhile, students and faculty at the school had been preparing for 
the contact as well. A space station pass lasts only 10 minutes, and 
while an informal “ragchew” between students and the astronauts 
might be nice, the 10 minute window makes that impractical. A for- 
mula has developed in which most schools choose between five and 
ten students to ask brief questions which are answered by the astro- 
naut. At Phillips, many students from the entire school submitted 
potential questions. Three faculty members formed a panel to review 
the questions, and ten were chosen. The students who submitted 
the winning questions were given the honor of stepping up to the mike 
and asking them live. 


Just one day before the scheduled contact on Tuesday, NASA bumped 
it back to the alternate date on Friday, and finally, the day arrived. The 
contact would be at about 11:30 AM. The hams arrived early and fol- 


Buddy Furr KIUNC Adjusts Equipment During Dry Ru: 


lowed their now well-practiced procedure of 
connecting all the equipment for the contact 
and the TV and radio broadcast. Reporters 
and camera crews arrived from the media. 
Students and teachers filled the room, and 
around the school, classes tuned in to the lo- 
cal broadcast. Two minutes before the ISS 
was to peek over the horizon, Barbara made 
an opening announcement to the school and 
radio audience. The tracking computer an- 
nounced “Space Station Rising” and Barbara 
called, using OCRA’s club callsign W4UNC. 


On the second call, Frank Culbertson re- 
sponded from space using the ISS American 


callsign NA1SS. Sig- 
nals were still a little 
weak as the first stu- 
dent asked her ques- 
tion, and she had to 
repeat it. But things 
settled down once 
the ISS rose a little 
higher in the sky, to- 
ward its 67° peak. 
The students 
stepped up to the 
mike in turn and 
asked their questions 
(see cover), and 
Frank replied. “What 
countries are the 
main participants in 
the ISS?” (16 nations, 
with Russia, the US, 
Be Canada and the Eu- 
ropean Space 
Agency). “How are 
MIR’s lessons applied?” (Many ways, particu- 
larly in dealing with an international crew). 
“How do you clean up a mess?” (A vacuum 
cleaner, or just picking up pieces one by one, 
and it’s a big problem). “Could you track Hur- 
ricane Michelle?” (Yes, clearly, but we can’t 
see underneath it. We hoped it wouldn’t af- 
fect the Shuttle scheduled to pick the crew up 
in December). “Are your dreams in space 
any different then dreams on earth?” (No. | 
don’t dream of being in space - | dream of 
being on earth). “Do you have carbonated 
drinks?” (No - they tried it on shuttle and MIR, 
and they go all over the place). “Do you play 


Ser 


musical instruments in space?” (We have a 
guitar and trumpet, but don’t have much time 
to play them). “What time zone do you use?” 
(GMT or Universal time, we usually get up at 
6 and go to bed at 10, but are adjusting that 
for a spacewalk). “How does this job affect 
family life?” (A lot - training and missions. But 
family is strong. We look forward to going 
home). “How do you communicate with oth- 
ers on the ISS?” (English is the primary lan- 
guage, but | speak enough Russian to talk to 
Russian mission control, and a little Japa- 
nese). “Have any experiments had surprising 
results?” (We don't see the results of most 
experiments - it’s analyzed on the ground). 
“How is being an astronaut rewarding to you?” 
(| wanted to be an astronaut since | was 13. 
Read everything | could. Fortunate to have 
dream come true). “Have you forgotten what 
it’s like to be on earth?” (I’m pretty comfort- 
able in zero G, and I'll probably make mistakes 
and drop things back on earth). “What are 
we learning that might help with exploration in 
the Solar System?” (How to spend long peri- 
ods in space. This is the type of vehicle that 
will go to Mars). “Is it hard to memorize all the 
buttons and switches on the station?” (Some- 
times - there are a lot of them, and a lot of 
computers. But we get a lot of training). 


As he closed, Frank said he was impressed 
with the questions, happy that several of the 
students were licensed hams, and proud of 
what they’re doing at their schoo!. And his tim- 
ing was good, as he faded into the noise at the 
end of the transmission as all the students in 
the room hollered “thank you” in unison. 


cc 


My Own ISS Contact - 
And You Can Have One, Too 


Amid all the excitement and preparation for the Phillips [SS con- 
tact, | began listening to shuttle passes myself from home. | 
downloaded a new version of STSORBIT Plus, my favorite 
tracking program (OK, it’s the only one | know how to use) and 
calculated some pass predictions. | set my base station radio 
for both the voice channel (144.49 uplink, 145.80 downlink) and 
packet (145.99 uplink, 145.80 downlink) and began listening. 
With my 17 foot tall dual-band vertical at 35 feet | was able to 
hear the ISS when it was only two or three degrees above the 
horizon. Most of the passes contained packet traffic, and | 
quickly discovered that | was not prepared for a packet contact. 
A visit to the ARRL web site got me set straight. 


You dont ‘connect’ to the ARISS packet station. A successful packet 
contact is just passed through their digipeater. To do that, you set 
your TNC’s “Unproto” parameter to “CQ VIA NOCALL”. When the 
ISS is within range and operating on packet, you can send a line of 
“unproto’ text. If the station hears you, it will spit your call and text back 
out for all within range to see. In the many passes I've monitored, it 
seems like ARISS is responding to few packet signals. You might 
think that’s because few stations are trying to make contact, but | 
suspect it’s just the opposite. | had to send my “Hello from KN4AQ 


near Raleigh, NC” many, many times before | saw it digipeated, 
even on optimum passes with strong signals. | suspect that the 
problem is that there are so many signals competing for the re- 
ceiver that ARISS rarely hears a complete packet transmission. 
And if it doesn’t get the complete transmission, it doesn't digipeat. 


A packet contact is interesting, but a voice contact is truly 
exciting. | was listening for a pass on the afternoon of No- 
vember 1st. The tracking program showed the ISS crossing 
the horizon, and | soon heard one brief packet transmission. 
Then, nothing. The ISS rose in the sky to mid-pass, about 5 
minutes, with no signals. So | thought, maybe they're switch- 
ing to voice. | made a voice call. And Frank Culbertson 
replied on voice... but not to me! A few moments later, though, 
he actually called CQ, | replied, and heard those sweet words: 
"“KN4AQ this is NA1SS, you're five nine.” The QSL card 
pictured on the cover of this issue is the one | received from 
ARRL Hg following the contact. 


One last note - AMSAT requests that hams do not continu- 
ally “beacon” packet signals to the ISS on 145.99. Use that 
frequency only when the ISS is overhead. The problem is 
that 145.99 is within the passband of several other satellites, 
and those satellites are getting bombed with signals from 
hams who set their TNC to beacon to the [SS every minute, 
all day, every day. 

Gary KN4AQ 
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During the contact, the ISS transmitted on the worldwide downlink 
frequency of 145.80 MHz. Schools with scheduled contacts don’t 
use the Region Two uplink frequency of 144.49. They are told to use 
one of several confidential frequencies. But the program has been 
going on long enough, and the two meter band is small enough, that 
the frequencies have not remained totally secret. At several points 
in the contact, Frank asked Barbara to QSY due to interference. 
Some of the interference came from stations seeking a contact with 
the ISS (and you can make such a contact on the published fre- 
quencies, but NOT during a scheduled school contact). Toward the 
end of the pass, Frank said he was hearing someone broadcast 
“NASA Select” - a feed that goes out to cable TV with live and re- 
corded coverage of NASA programs. Evidently some hams can’t 
respect even this type of activity enough to let it proceed uninter- 
rupted. 


But the difficulty was minor, and the contact was a tremendous suc- 
cess. The classroom erupted in pandemonium following the con- 
clusion of the contact with excited students discussing what had 
just happened. One reporter asked a student for her reaction. She 
ee said that it was disappointing to have only ten minutes to talk to an 
Cyndi Furr KIUNC Interviewed Before The Contact Begins astronaut after so much preparation, but she felt that astronaut 
Culbertson gave more thoughtful replies to the questions than she 


expected. 


Meanwhile, on the 146.775 repeater and the IRLP link, hams around the world checked in to say how much they enjoyed the contact. Many of 
them announced their location at schools. Two hams checked in from Austrailia, where it was past 3 AM. 


If you missed the contact, Danny KD4RAA has MP3 recordings available for download from his web site: www.kd4raa.net. 


The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
raised many thousands of dollars for 

The Levkemia & blood cancer research. 
lymphoma Society 


Thanks again to everyone to helped out to 
make this another successful and safe 
event. Downtown Raleigh at night isn’t 
always the most hospitable environment, 
but we make it better. 


-Karl K4LNX 


Karl K4ALNX 
with kimberly 
near the End | 
Of the Event 


IC State Fair 


Helping out the Red Cross at the 2 


| would like to extend a huge thank you to the 30 radio operators who combined to fill sixty 6 hour shifts. In spite 
of troubling times and an air of uncertainty Amateur radio operators and other volunteers turned out to support 
the State Fair activities. Kathy Ellen, Coordinator of Education Services for the Red Cross, said, “The radio 
operators did a great job this year, and it was a busy one”. Thanks again to all the volunteers and see you next 


year. 73, 
John Guerriero KG4HDT 


Bud KG4l/Q Checks 
Out the Operations 
Manual 


We weren't the only well-fed Hams at the Fair! 


Paul N4YGU, Wesley KG4CXT and Herbert KG4AWE 
Pack in the Small Radio Room 


Mike KC4WUH and Chuck N1kKGY on the All-‘mportant Logbook 


& 


Kerrel W4KGL works the radio while Ron KG4HA Tends to Matters 
Central to Fair Operations 
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Bob KG4IZA and Lee WB4DR{ in action 


... and observes the Start of the Race 


vA « SURO LE ae 


Bob K4RLC and Matt KCOEOL 


Wayne KD4SLO with the Trail Police Car 


A Double Dose of liz KFAUQZ with... 


... Kelly KD4EWG... 


Bud kKG4//Q 


... and Wayne KD4SLQ 


Bob WX4MMM with an Event Organizer 


Karl K4LNX gives a Jumpstart after the Walk 
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As the (associate) editor of your newsletter, The Exciter, 

_| have no intention or desire to talk about any one brand 

over another. !n fact, | don’t even own any items of the 

brand in question. It’s not that | don’t like this brand, | ke 
just don’t happen to have any (trying to avoid a The ake 


flamewar, hi hi") | County | 


However, this particular radio seems so ubiqui- 
_tous in our club, | thought it should at least be men- ARES 


tioned. meets | 


com of America is discontinuing the IC-W32A (ac- _ | 
ording to gigaparts.com and others). | Thursday | 
The W32A is a true simultaneous dual band HT, e eva’ | 
and seems to have always come highly recom- at 9:00 P | 
mended; it's pulled many an operator through many on the | 
a public service event. 
TAK @: 

t seems radio manufactures are packing more and 146.88 
more features into less and less space. Soon, we’re . 
going to run into a problem calculators have had for Repeater | 


a long time; they could be much much smaller, if it 
weren't for the fact that people needed things like 
buttons and displays to interact with them (some 
would say this has already happened). 


Farewell IC-W32A, I’m sure you'll be fondly remem- 
bered. 


*gratuitous use of mode-specific language, outside of said 
mode 


The Central Carolina Helping 
Hams needs... well... Helping 
Hams! 


Operators needed for the 
Raleigh Marathon December 
2nd 


Contact Bill KG4CXY 
(kg4cxy@arrl.net) or Liz 
KF4UQZ (kf4uqz@cs.com) to 
volunteer! 


www.hampublicservice.org Ore ia oa ce one he 


Club Meeting, October 2"4, 2001 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society was held 
on October 2, 2001 at the Forest Hills Baptist Church on Clark Avenue. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:32p by President Tim Nicholson, 
KF4RTX who welcomed 78 members and 3 guests. Greg, KE4PAX 
gave the treasurer's report. He said that our membership stands at 
270. Karl, K4LNX, announced an October 13th public service event in 
Raleigh. Volunteers are needed, and were asked to see Karl to sign 
up. Vice President Bryer was next on the podium. He announced the 
anual auction to be held at the November meeting, and also stated that 
there will be a “silent auction” in addition to the traditional auction 
activities. Also, the December meeting will be the usual holiday party. 
John, KG4HDT then said a few words about the State Fair. He 
explained the orientation requirements and schedule. Then he covered 
the SET (Simulated Emergency Test) scheduled for November 3. Chuk 
KB4MDZ announced that his employer is looking for someone who is 
trying to get into the communication business. He has an entry level 
position he is trying to fill in the 2way radio business. Alan, AB40Z 
brought to the meeting news of an auction to be held at the RARS 
shed on October 6th at 12:00p. At 7:48p, Tim introduced the program 
for the evening: IRLP (Internet Repeater Linking Project) presented 
by Danny Musten KD4RAA, Jim Price WW4M, and Charles Bruckner 
KG4MXV. Door prizes were awarded to: K4PSP and N1KGY. The 
meeting adjourned at 8:58p. 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO Secretary 


Board Meeting, October 16", 2001 


Minutes of the RARS October Board Meeting - October 16, 2000 


The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society was 
held at the Forest Hills Baptist Church on October 16. The meeting was 
called to order by 
President Tim Nicholson 
KF4RTX at 7:38p. 
Members present at that 
time were: KN4AQ, 


KG4CXR, K4HM, e Digital print-on-demand 
AB4OZ, KE4PAX, 
KFARTX.N4YRD and 46 ®~SSC Oth small and large format 
AC4ZO. The total e Color and black & white 
attendance was 16. : — : i 
On motion by e High-volume print solutions 
AB40Z, ded b ee . . 
KGACXR, the minutesot ® One-to-one marketing solutions 
the September meeting er i i nc finichi 
were approved. | . r ull service bindery and finishing 
KE4PAX gave the _ 
Treasurer's report. 
Membership stands at 
279. _ www.docusourceofnc.com 


Committee Reports: 


KN4AQ gave an 
update on the repeat- 
ers, and said that the 
grounding has been 
completed at the 
Bayleaf site, and we 
are ready to proceed 
with the repeater 
installation. . KN4AQ 
then reported on the 
Exciter. He said it is 
ready to be picked up 
from the printer, and he 
will process them and 


Suite 600 


919-459-5900 


951 Aviation Parkway _ 
Morrisville, NC 27560 


Centrally located in the heart of the Triangle! 


get them in the mail tomorrow. 


WA2UZO gave the Web Manager report. He spent considerable time 
this month keeping the public service pages up to date. Also, a Yahoo 
group has been created that serves a similar purpose of the RARS-L list, 
but is not restricted to Club members. 


KG4CXR reported on the Membership Services committee. She has 
been working on membership cards, and still has 87 that have not been 
picked up. 


K4HM gave the hamfest report. The first meeting was held and work 
is well under way. All committee chairs have been identified, and we are 
on schedule. The next meeting is on October 28 at AC4ZO. 


K4HF reported on the Nominating Committee. He said they are 
working the positions, and certain specific positions were mentioned. 


Old Business: 

An issue was carried over from last month concerning the inventory 
of repeater equipment. KE4PAX distributed information concerning the 
RARS owned equipment, disposing of the item. 

New Business: 
AB40Z brought to the Board the status of RARS storage facilities. He 
said that the shed auction was held on schedule, and some items were 


moved to the new storage facility. Alan expects that we will be 
completely moved out of the old building by the end of November. 


KE4PAX presented to the Board a list of questions he has assembled 
for a CPA who was expected to be a guest at this meeting. The Board 
reviewed the questions, but no action to be taken was identified. 


A financial review committee was identified for the semiannual 
financial review. The committee is KE4PAX, KN4AQ, KF4RTX, and 
AC4ZO. The review was scheduled for Tuesday, October 30, at 7:30p 
at KE4PAX. 

Board Member Comments 

KE4PAX commented that the latest Club roster was put up on the web 
page yesterday. 

K4HM said a few words about the updates he has made to the 
Rarsfest web page. 

K4HF described the new procedure concerning discounts on ARRL 
memberships when signed through the Club. 

With the business complete, on motion by AC4ZO, the meeting adjourned 
at 8:49p. 
Respectfully submitted, Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO - Secretary 
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Snapshots 


The outgoing RARS 2001 board! Here’s a snapshot from the last RARS 
Board meeting of 2001 (induding others in attendance). 

From left to right. Gary KN4AQ, Jim KG4Fl, Karl K4LNX, Liz KFAUQZ, Bob 
K1RCB, Jeff AC4ZO, Hank K4HM, Tim KF4ARTX, Denyse KG4CXR, Alan AB40Z 
and Greg KEAPAX 
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